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El Monte Lobos completed a 
smooth first week of testing. 
ELA teachers worked diligently 
to prepare our students and did 
a great job of emphasizing the 
importance of trying hard and 

finishing strong. A special 
thank you to all those teachers 
who welcomed our students 
every morning with 

encouraging words, those who 
covered during their prep, and 
Mr. Rodriguez for overseeing 
testing. Next week we will start 
CAST testing, followed by 
math. 
 
Congratulations from the Lobo 
family to Mrs. Sunsie 
Tumacder for receiving ACSA 
Co-Administrator of the Year. 
She is well deserving of this 
award and we are truly blessed 
to work with such an amazing 
administrator. Thank you Mrs. 
Tumacder for always having 
students' best interest at the 
center of all your decisions.  
 
I hope you all have a wonderful 
weekend! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
5/6/19 -  
5/10/19 

Science CAST Testing 

Teacher Appreciation 
Week  

Please see flyer for daily 
treats! 

5/6/19 JV Baseball/Softball game 
at Sequoia Union 

5/7/19 Spring Sports Banquet 
5:30- 6:30pm 

5/8/19 Whole Staff Meeting @ 
8am in Staff Lounge 

Principal’s Note 

 
SRO Henderson encouraging our LOBOS in the classroom!  

#weareLOBOS! 

-Marlena 
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College of the Sequoias is a 
two-year California community 
college offering educational 
and enrichment programs for 
the residents of its district in 
Tulare and Kings counties. The 
college was established in 
1926 and moved to its current 
62-acre main campus in Visalia 
in 1940. In addition to the 
campus in Visalia, COS 
operates a full-service center in 
Hanford that is also home to 
the college's police and fire 
academies. The Sequoias 
District opened The Tulare 
College Center in January 
2013. It is a full-service college 
center and the home of COS' 
agriculture programs.  
The entire College of the 
Sequoias community works in 
an environment of mutual 
respect to realize the following 
vision: COS students achieve 
their full educational potential. 
The college strives to provide 
an educational pathway for 
every student with regard to 
background, disability, location, 
culture, learning modality, and 
preconceived time frames. 
COS promotes an environment 
that creates a positive attitude 
among COS employees that 
carries over to the students 
and into the community. COS 
is a community leader whose 
contributions positively impact 
the lives of the population it 
serves. Educational programs 
at COS are aligned to meet the 
constantly emerging economic 
and workforce development 
needs of the community 
through partnerships with 

business, government, industry 
and labor. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, May 1, the 6-8 
grade science teams met for our 
first ever vertical articulation with 
the intended outcome of aligning 
specific strategies to better 
prepare our 8th grade students for 
taking the California Science Test 
(CAST).  As a group we settled 
upon 4 focus strategies.   
 First, we will focus on 
vocabulary.  There are many 
ways that vocabulary can be front 
loaded but the overarching goal 
should always be to provide 
students with hands-on inquiry 
instruction. Through hands-on 
inquiry instruction, all students 
can develop context-based 
content knowledge instruction in 
the following ways: a) students 
participate in activities as 
they learn vocabulary, b) students 
work collaboratively and interact 
with others about science 
content, and c) hands-on activities 
offer students written, oral, 
graphic, and kinesthetic forms of 
Expression. 
 Second, we will focus on 
providing hands-on 
experiences.  Science should be a 
class that students love and 
sometimes, it is not.  As 
previously mentioned, hands-on 
science is simply investigating the 
questions that matter to us by 
physically doing something to 
learn. Science fiction writer Isaac 
Asimov described science as “a 
way of thinking,” a way to look at 
the world. Students learn science 
best and understand scientific 
ideas better if they are able to 
investigate and experiment. 
Hands-on science can also help 

children think critically and gain 
confidence in their own ability to 
solve problems.  
 Third, we will increase our 
focus on reading informational 
text that contains charts, tables, 
illustrations, diagrams and 
timelines. Reading 
comprehension involves more 
than reading words. As we have 
looked at CAST practice problems 
we were overwhelmed with the 
number of questions that 
contained some kind of graphical 
element. 
 Fourth, we will work to 
develop written explanations and 
extended reasoning.  Science 
uses the Claim, Evidence, 
Reasoning framework. Applying 
the CER framework to an 
explanation or argument goes 
something like this: 
a. Claim: This is a statement 
of a student’s understanding 
about a phenomenon or about the 
results of an investigation. This 
can be a one-sentence answer to 
the question investigated and it 
answers the question, what can 
you conclude? 
b. Evidence: This is the 
scientific data used to support the 
claim. Evidence must be 
sufficient, appropriate, and 
qualitative, quantitative or a 
combination of both. 
c. Reasoning: Reasoning ties 
together the claim and the 
evidence. This important part of 
the framework shows how or why 
the data counts as evidence to 
support the claim. Reasoning also 
provides the justification for why 
the evidence is important to this 
claim and includes one or more 
scientific principles that are 
important to the claim and 
evidence.  
 We look forward to next 
year and the opportunities that 
this new focus will bring to our 
science department.  
 
 

Coaches’ 
Collective 

#weareLOBOS! 

-Mario 

-Mindy 


